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52 Accessible Community

Invite everyone to the party.

Summary: Use text for all important content of invitations.
Who it helps: People using assistive technology can fully read your invitation.
Additional benefits: Allows your audience to copy the details easily or import

them to their calendar.

Imagine getting a party or event invitation without any details. You know something is
happening but not when or where. For screen reader users, it happens more often than
you would think. Many automated event programs send images of invitations instead of

actual text content. So do people.

The problem is that assistive technology can't easily access information in an image.
Text may become blurry when magnified and your audience can't adjust the text size
relative to other content. Some members may not be able to copy the date or location
into their calendar and their phone may not be able to discover that information.

What should | do?

When you create an invitation, use images as accents. Write down all the details in text
and then style the content to create the effect you want. In Gmail and Outlook you can
change the font size, style and color. In Outlook, you can also change the background.
Below are a few more tips for attractive, accessible invitations:
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1. Create an attractive banner for the top or bottom of the email in _.
design program that sets the tone, but doesn't include any textual content.
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1. Select a color that you want to use and set the text size. For emails, we
recommend using 12- or 14-point font.

2. Click “Generate Color Palette”.

3. The tool will present options based on a color grouping (green, red, blue,
etc.) for you to pick from and include the contrast. For text in an email, look
for color combinations that provide a contrast level of 4.5 or greater.

3. Increase the size and weight of the key information such as the date, time, location
and how to RSVP. Those details should be findable quickly when looking for them
later.

4. Ask about accommodations on the email and let people know how to request
them ahead of time. The requested accommodations may include dietary needs,
interpreters, accessible locations, large print menus, fragrance-free environments
or other needs. It is always better to ask than to assume.

May your events be fun and accessible!

Together we can do so much.

Your support of Accessible Community provides tools and resources to...

« Empower people with disabilities to be part of the conversation about inclusion
and accessibility in their communities by creating a safe platform to share positive

experiences.
e Motivate organizations to include people with disabilities by making accessibility

a visible market advantage.
e Provide tools and an online community that connects and advances disability-

related professions.
Contribute today and help make our communities more accessible.
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e If you can have a couple of hours a week, we'd love for you to joir cur teai,
o If you appreciate these tips, donzte Lo help Ls maintain our services and tools.

Thank you for the support!





